Every election is unique(ly
identified)

Just do it already
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Standard codes for
UK elections

This is something that's been bumping around my head for a bit, and has come up
guite a bit in chats around Democracy Club and civic tech generally. It's a very simple
but, I'd say, necessary bit of infrastructure for UK elections online: standardised codes

for elections.

Why?

It's hard building websites like YourNextMP (crowdsourcing candidate info), or MP CV
(gathering CVs of candidates) to last for multiple elections. If you only target general
elections in the UK you'll be waiting for five years to test your improvements! However,

recently there's been more momentum to do so, as we've realised the benefits of being



Notices
Nominations
Numbers



96201 5 By-elections?

pCCZO1 2 Multiple elections in one year?
eu2014 What is an election?



What is a candidacy?

> Date of polls opening
> Assembly

> Area covered by post
> Party

> (Candidate name



Just use a UUID (or similar)

Requires central authority

No single body with mandate for all elections?
Stability going forward and backwards?
Possibly best option



Is there a sensible unique
mapping?

Election — ldentifier



{country}-{assembly}[-location]-{ISO date}

gb-parl-1974-02-28
gb-parl-1974-10-10
gb-mayor-bristol-2016-05-05
gb-gla-2016-05-05
gb-parl-oldham-west-and-royton-2015-12-03
gb-plymouth-city-council-2016-05-05



Conclusions

e |Ds are starting point for good election data architecture
e Could just use UUIDs and a central authority

e ... but maybe possible to derive independently?

Discuss over drinks!
@tfgg2



CHRISTMAS HOMEWORK!

e Think of a civic tech hypothesis
e Think of a cheap experiment that supports / disproves

e Do the experiment (optional)
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